
Principal’s Post
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Welcome Message  
It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to HCC for the start of
another academic year. The school has quickly come back to life, and there
is a real sense of energy, excitement and purpose around the building.

A particularly warm welcome goes to all of our new students and their
families. It has been lovely to see our new students settling into school life
and beginning to find their feet as part of the HCC family. We have already
seen so many examples of students being kind to one another, helping new
faces find their way and making others feel welcome. We hope that every
new student is beginning to feel that they belong.

It has also been fantastic to see our returning students looking so smart and ready for the year ahead.
Our Year 11 students have been wearing their new hoodies with great pride, embracing their role as
the senior students in our school community. We are looking forward to seeing them demonstrate the
resilience and leadership that we know they are capable of throughout this important year.

We have also been really pleased with how positively students have responded to the introduction of
our phone pouch system. Thank you to students and families for supporting this change. It has been
encouraging to see students adapting so quickly and showing that they are curious about the
opportunities around them — engaging with their learning, talking with one another and making the
most of being fully present in school.

As we begin the year, our three values of Kind, Curious and Resilient remain at the heart of what we
want for every HCC student. We want our young people to be kind in the way they treat others, curious
in the way they approach their learning and the world around them, and resilient when things are
challenging.

We are very much looking forward to welcoming families into school for our Meet the Tutor Evening
later this month. This is a great opportunity to meet your child’s tutor, hear about the year ahead and
strengthen the partnership between home and school. We look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It has been a very positive start to the new academic
year, and we are excited about all that lies ahead for our students.

Mrs. C Brothwood, Principal



It has been a wonderful start to the new school year, and I am
delighted to welcome all of our Year 7 students and their families to
our school community.

 I am sure those first-day nerves from Monday are now becoming a distant memory!
Starting secondary school is a significant milestone. It brings new opportunities, new
friendships and, of course, a few new challenges. It has been wonderful to see our Year
7 students settling into their new routines and embracing everything that secondary
school has to offer. 

Their enthusiasm, resilience and positive attitude have been brilliant to see.

Over the coming weeks, we will continue to support our students as they grow in confidence, develop their
independence and embrace the many opportunities available to them throughout secondary school.

I would also like to thank all parents and carers for their support during this important transition. Your
encouragement at home makes a real difference, and we look forward to working closely with you to ensure your
child has a happy, successful and memorable Year 7 experience.

There is so much more to look forward to in Year 7, and I am excited to see our students flourish, make wonderful
memories and achieve their full potential.

Welcome to the HCC family, Year 7! We are absolutely delighted to have you with us!
                              
                                                                                                                           

Messages from the Heads of Year

Welcome Back, Year 8!

A very warm welcome back to all our Year 8 students and their families. I hope everyone had a well-deserved
break and has returned feeling refreshed and ready for the year ahead.

It has been fantastic to see our Year 8 students settling back into school life, reconnecting with friends and
embracing the start of a new academic year.

Year 8 is an exciting stage of secondary school, bringing greater independence, new challenges and plenty of
opportunities to grow both academically and personally. This year, we will be encouraging students to build on
our school values of being Kind, Curious and Resilient.

Year 8 is a great opportunity to build on everything achieved in Year 7, take greater responsibility for learning
and behaviour, and continue to develop into positive role models within our school community.
There will undoubtedly be challenges along the way, but there will also be plenty of successes, laughter and
wonderful memories to be made!

I am confident that Year 8 will have a fantastic year, and I look forward to working with our students, parents and
carers throughout the year and celebrating the many successes that Year 8 will undoubtedly bring.
Here’s to a happy, successful and memorable Year 8!

Aim high, get involved and enjoy the journey!

Kylie Lynch, Head of Year 7 & 8



Messages from the Heads of Year

Welcome back to a brand-new school year!

I hope you had a restful and enjoyable break and are feeling refreshed and
ready for the exciting opportunities ahead in Year 9.

This is an important year for you all. It is a time to build on everything you
have learned so far, develop your confidence and embrace new challenges. 

Please remember that success is not about being perfect; it is about showing resilience and making
progress every day. Every effort you make contributes to your journey and helps you move closer to
your goals.

As you begin this first term, I encourage you to look at your lessons with a new perspective. Think
carefully about which subjects you enjoy, where you are making progress and which ones you could
see yourself continuing with this time next year.

Above all, remember to follow our school values of Kindness, Curiosity and Resilience as you begin
this new chapter.

Make this your year, believe in yourself and make every opportunity count!

Charlotte Kendall, Head of Year 9

It has been great to see students after the summer break as they begin their
Year 10 journey.

This is an important milestone, as all students have now started their
Key Stage 4 journey, with GCSE classes and BTEC classes now underway. 

Year 10 brings a fresh focus and an exciting sense of purpose, as students settle
into the next stage of their learning and begin to build the foundations for the
year ahead.

Alongside this new chapter comes increased responsibility, as Year 10 students are now some of the
older students in school. This is an excellent opportunity for them to show maturity and to personify
the school values of kind, curious and resilient, living the Honiton Way every day. There are lots of
opportunities to look forward to this year, including work experience placements in June, which will
provide an important chance to develop confidence and prepare for the future. It’s never too early to
start planning work experience!

We are also delighted to have introduced new Academic Planners, along with information to support
students through this year. These are valuable tools to help students stay organised, focused and
ready to make the most of all that Year 10 has to offer. Keep sparkling Year 10.”

Emily Meek, Head of Year 10



There are lots of changes as the students move into Year 11, with our focus firmly on helping every
student get the most out of their potential during this important year.

This term, students will be attending college open days, exploring different courses and beginning the
application process. They will also be preparing themselves for their next steps beyond school, allowing
them to focus fully on their studies and upcoming exams.

There are lots of exciting things happening throughout the year, and we are already looking ahead to
our Year 11 Prom, which is booked for 23rd June 2027. So, for those thinking of taking advantage of
cheaper holidays after exams, you can start planning ahead!

We look forward to seeing you at the Year 11 Information Evening on 17th September and to working
together to make this a successful and memorable year for our students.

Here’s to an exciting Year 11!

Lucy Roberts, Head of Year 11

Welcome Back to Year 11
What a year we have ahead of us!

First, I must congratulate all those students who took their English Literature exam. It
was lovely to see them on Results Day, and what a fantastic achievement for them all.
We are incredibly proud of their hard work and success.
The Year 11s returned with smiles on their faces and were ready to learn. They also
received their hoodies, which, of course, caused much excitement on Day 1!

Meet the Tutors & Y11 Information Evening
(15.45-19:00)





Year 8 students to take part in an
8-week after-school programme called
Thriving in School, delivered in
partnership with Action East Devon. 

This will be starting in September 2026! 
The workshops have been designed to
help Year 8 students strengthen their
sense of belonging, self-awareness,
emotional wellbeing, confidence and
resilience.

Numbers are limited, so parents/carers
are encouraged to express an interest
as soon as possible by completing the
referral form using the link 

https://docs.google.com/forms 
or by using the QR code provided. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXcgukY58jWalvo4C0H3IIbf6NpyydRQQ5TeWnx35VdvxK2g/viewform
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